Management of primary cerebral lymphoma with initial chemotherapy: preliminary results and comparison with patients treated with radiotherapy alone.
Between 1986 and 1988 10 patients with primary cerebral lymphoma (PCL) were treated with initial MACOP-B chemotherapy followed by radiotherapy. All demonstrated radiological response to chemotherapy but this did not predict final clinical outcome. The overall median survival was 14 months. Patients with poor MRC neurological performance status (NPS) 2-4 had a median survival of 5 months. Three of 7 patients with NPS 0-1 died and the median survival is 18 months with a median follow-up of 13 months (10-35 months). The results were compared to 25 patients with primary cerebral lymphoma treated between 1963 and 1986 with radiotherapy as the main treatment modality. The overall median survival was 16 months. Patients presenting with poor NPS (2 and 3) had worse survival (median survival 8 months) compared to patients with good NPS (median survival 22 months; p less than 0.025). Patients diagnosed and treated from 1982 to 1986 also had significantly worse prognosis when compared to earlier treated patients. The preliminary results of combined modality therapy are so far not significantly different when compared to historical series and we have to await long-term outcome before recommending combined modality therapy as the treatment of choice.